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Dryden Central Schools  
Extracurricular Code of Conduct  

 

 Students will be respectful, responsible and safe at all times. 
 

It is a privilege to represent the Dryden Central Schools. The student’s first responsibility is to represent the 

school, extra-curricular programs, and community with maximum effort, honesty, and integrity.  This Code of 

Conduct is targeted at athletes, team managers, mascots, and musical participants, but does have items that 

could impact club members.   This Code of Conduct is designed to assist you in participating at your optimum 

level as well as to give you the structure necessary to succeed later on in life.  Students perform at their best 

when they are in peak mental, emotional and physical condition. All students and their parents/guardians are 

expected to recognize the need and importance of following the District Code of Conduct, as well as this 

Extracurricular Code of Conduct.   

 

This Extracurricular Code of Conduct is in effect for the entire calendar year. 

 

Section I  Behavior Expectations for students: 

 

A. Demonstrate good sportsmanship/good attitude/good character on and off the field/ court/ pool/ stage/ 

mountain, etc. This expectation extends to postings on social media. 

 

B. Be a law-abiding citizen. 

 

C. Refrain from bullying. 

 

D. Use of vulgar language and obscene gestures will not be tolerated.  

 

E. Treat coaches, advisors, officials, teammates, parent/guardians, spectators and opponents with respect. 

 

F. Attend and remain at all practices, contests and events unless excused by the coach/advisor. 

 

G. Refrain from inappropriate use of cell phones and social media. 

 

H. Show respect for the property of others which includes Dryden facilities and equipment, buses and the 

facilities/equipment of opposing schools and or venues.  
 

Should a student violate one of the above expectations A - H the consequences will be determined by the 

coach/director and/or the Director of Athletics, and/or Building Principal.  One consequence could be dismissal 

from the team. A student’s participation in a club may also be impacted by violations of the above, at the 

Building Principal and/or club advisor’s discretion. 
 

Section II  Drug/Alcohol/Tobacco/Hazing 

 

A. Hazing will not be tolerated.  

 

B. Students are not to use or possess alcohol, illegal drugs/paraphernalia (including but not limited to 

hookahs, vape pens, and e-cigarettes), tobacco products or other illicit substances publicly or privately.  

These products are illegal for minors and/or can create serious health problems. 
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All suspensions for violations for Drug/Alcohol/Tobacco/Hazing will carry over from season to season 

(including Spring to Fall).  Violations count even if a student is out of season for athletics or the musical. A 

student’s count of violations will carry from seventh grade through graduation.   

 

1.) First violation- suspension from the team/musical for 40 calendar days from the date that the 

discipline is given or through the end of the season/production, whichever is longer.  For first violations, 

the Athletic Director has the discretion to allow the athlete to continue to practice with the team during 

the suspension (and has the authority to put stipulations on what the athlete needs to do to have that 

privilege), but under no circumstances would the athlete play in a game or scrimmage.  Athletes will not 

be recognized at the end of the season as a member of the team for the season that they were in violation 

(i.e.: If violation occurs late in the Fall and the suspension carries into the Winter, they would not be 

recognized in the Fall, but could be in the Winter). The day after the last day of school through the first 

day of Fall practices will NOT count in the 40 calendar days.  An athlete may participate in tryouts 

during the suspension period, but a coach may consider any remaining suspension in a decision about 

―cuts‖ being made.  For the first violation only, if a student self-reports his/her infraction leading to the 

discipline, he/she may choose to remain with the team in street clothes at practices and games 

throughout the suspension. 

 

2.) Second violation- suspension from all athletics/musical participation for 1 calendar year from the 

date the discipline is given.  Athletes will not be recognized at the end of the season as a member of the 

team for the season that they were in violation. Students can earn back one season/3 months of eligibility 

by completing a drug/alcohol counseling program approved by the Athletic Director.  

 

3.) Third violation- suspended from athletics/musical participation for the remainder of the student’s 

school career. Students can earn back one season senior year (3 months of eligibility) by completing a 

drug/alcohol counseling program approved by the Athletic Director. 

 

A student’s eligibility to participate in a club may also be impacted by violations of the above, at the Building 

Principal and/or club advisor’s discretion. 

 

Section III  Academic Eligibility Policy: 

 

Students will put forth their best effort in the classroom and abide by the teacher's educational and 

behavioral expectations as well as the Academic Eligibility Policy. 

 

A. Athletic Academic Policy 

 

The academic probation system for athletes will have a two-pronged approach, with both an Intervention Phase 

to provide proactive help to students, and a Consequence Phase to hold students accountable for earning good 

grades. 

 

Part 1:  Intervention Phase 

 

Step 1: Each week of the athletic season teachers will have the opportunity to select student-athletes they feel 

are in need of an academic intervention that week.  Reasons for being selected can include, but are not limited 

to, he/she:  Is failing; Has fallen behind in his/her work; Has a big assignment/test coming and likely needs 

help; Has struggled with the previous week’s topic; etc.   
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Step 2:  Teachers will select these student-athletes and make a specific intervention request (ie: come in activity 

period for help twice this week; turn in missing homework from the previous week, whether it will count or not; 

come in once to review for a test; check with teacher daily to see if he/she needs to stay after that day; etc.). A 

shared online document created weekly by the Athletic Department will track the students and interventions 

requested.  Interventions should be specific and measurable (ie: ―pay better attention‖ is not a good option, 

though it could be noted so the coach/parent knows that’s an issue). 

 

Step 3: The intervention request will be communicated to the student-athlete verbally by the teacher and/or with 

a slip from the Athletic Department on Monday morning.  Coaches will also have access to see which student-

athletes have interventions requested.  Parents of student-athletes who have an intervention request will be 

emailed (using whatever is on file in SchoolTool) by the Athletic Department so they are aware of the 

interventions being requested. 

 

Step 4: The student-athlete will need to follow through on the request that week (if the teacher is requesting 

something the student-athlete cannot do (ie: come after school on a day they have a 2:30 bus for a game), the 

student-athlete must communicate that to the Athletic Director so he/she can arrange a solution. 

 

Step 5: On Fridays (or earlier if a holiday), the Athletic Department will email teachers who selected student-

athletes to see if the requested interventions were followed through on by the student-athletes.  If they were, the 

student retains full athletic eligibility.  If they were not, the student-athlete is held out from contests for the 

following week. 

 

Step 6: As a new week begins, step 1 repeats. 

 

Part 2: Consequence Phase 

 

When 10 week grades are released, the Athletic Department will run a failure report.  Students failing three or 

more classes will miss contests as specified below (differences in consequences are due to the difference in the 

anticipated number of contests for each team). 

 

 Group A of sports/levels* 

(ALL Modified sports, 

Football-all levels,  JV Soccer, 

Swimming, Cross Country, 

Indoor and Outdoor Track, 

Cheerleading, Golf) 

Group B of sports/levels* 

(Var Soccer,  Var/JV Volleyball, 

Var/JV Basketball, Var/JV 

Baseball, Var/JV Softball, Var 

Lacrosse,  Var Wrestling) 

Failing 3 classes** Miss the next contest, can still 

practice (Cheer would miss 

competition if there is one) 

Miss the next two contests, can 

still practice 

Failing 4 classes** Miss the next two contests, can 

still practice (Cheer would miss 

competition if there is one) 

Miss the next three contests, can 

still practice. 

Failing 5 or more 

classes** 

No contests for the next five 

weeks, but can practice 

No contests for the next five 

weeks, but can practice 

*Note:  Tournaments count as one contest for volleyball, invitationals count as one event for 

Track and Cross Country, individual tournaments count as two events for Wrestling, dual meet 
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tournaments count as as many events as there is an individual opponent for the wrestler 

**Note:  Student-athletes failing three or more classes may request the Athletic Director and 

Principal look at their situation more closely to consider a reduced consequence and/or more 

individualized intervention, if appropriate 

**Note: For an academic suspension to count as being served, the student-athlete must be in 

attendance in street clothes, unless given special permission.   

 

 

 

A. Musical academic policy: 

 

The Musical Director will request the most recent 10 week and 5 week grade reports at the time of tryouts 

(depending on when tryouts fall, the next marking period/progress reports may be used as well as soon as they 

become available).  The Musical Director and Athletic Director/Dean of Students will meet to discuss and 

decide upon the academic eligibility of students trying out (this will include on stage talent and stage crew). 

  

Students failing zero, 1 or 2 classes will be allowed to participate fully.   

 

Students failing 3 or more will be looked at closely by the Director and the Athletic Director/Dean of 

Students to determine eligibility (such students ultimately may not be allowed to participate or may be 

required to do certain interventions in order to participate).  

 

All musical students will be included as their own roster on the Academic Intervention list noted above in the 

Athletic Academic Policy and will be eligible to be claimed for interventions by teachers.  Musical participants 

who do not follow through on requested interventions may lose their eligibility to participate in the musical.  

This will be determined by the Musical Director and Athletic Director/Dean of Students together, with the 

Principal as a deciding vote if one is needed. 

 

 

Rationale notes: 

 

 The aim of the flexibility in this eligibility determination is to allow for decisions to be made that will 

better account for overall student development. 

 The musical, while similar to athletics in its time commitment, is different in terms of its ―contests‖ 

(shows).  Further, understudies may function differently than substitutes on teams.  As such, it is not 

advisable to suspend musical participants in the middle of the season as we might in athletics.  The 

Musical Director and Athletic Director/Dean of Students, however, have retained the discretion to do so.   

 The Superintendent and Building Principals maintain the discretion to overrule a student’s 

academic/behavior suspension where they have a compelling educational interest or confidential 

information that a Musical Director could not account for. 

 

Section IV  Additional Information: 

 

A. Students will demonstrate personal responsibility regarding information getting home and 

communicating with parents/guardians. Many changes are announced at school at the end of the day. The 

district will use the website as much as possible to update changes. Coaches and advisors will also 

communicate changes to students.  
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B. Quitting an activity/team- Students choosing to quit a sport must meet with the coach and end the 

relationship on good terms. If a student quits a team/activity they are not allowed to go out for another sport 

in the same season.  Emails and texts are not acceptable methods when exiting a program.  If a student-

athlete leaves a team on good terms, he/she may participate in a different sport the next season.  Whether the 

student-athlete left on  good terms or not will be at the discretion of the Athletic Director (items of 

consideration: did the athlete make a scene, blow up at the coach, not turn in uniform, quit via text, etc.) 

 

C. Arrival time for students- Students must comply with the District's extracurricular attendance policy 

(#7410) in order to be eligible to participate in an activity that day.  An excerpt from Policy #7410, not to be 

limited to:  “To be eligible for any extracurricular activity, a student must attend school for the whole 

school day in order to participate in a practice, game, event, rehearsal, or performance later that same day.  

The exception is to be legally excused for reasons other than illness.  Students absent from school and 

wishing to practice or participate in activities must report to the Building Principal or Director for 

permission subject to the Code of Conduct.”  ―The whole school day‖ will be defined as the academic day 

from first period through 2:19pm, NOT including homeroom.  The above policy is understood to indicate 

that the Building Principal and Athletic Director have discretion to waive this policy on a case-by-case basis.  

See the attached memo in Appendix A giving specifics on this topic. 

 

D. Coaches/Advisors will receive notice of student attendance through the main office.  

 

E. Unexcused absence from practice/event- Absence without directly notifying a coach/advisor is 

unacceptable. If a student is in school it is the expectation that they will attend practice unless sent home 

sick by the school nurse. Having other students notify the coach/advisor of your absence is also 

unacceptable. 

 

 Should a student miss practice the day before a game (unexcused) they will not start in that game. If 

it is determined that a student has an unexcused absence from school the day prior to a game, the 

student will not participate in the game. Three unexcused absences (―no call, no shows‖) from any 

team/activity are grounds for removal.  

 

F. Transportation back to Dryden- Only parents/guardians are permitted to sign their daughter or son out 

for the purpose of transporting home from an away contest. The coach/advisor will have a list for 

those types of sign-outs following a contest.  If a parent/guardian needs to have someone else 

transport their child home from an away contest, they must make a written request to the Athletic 

Director ahead of time.  No one under the age of 20 will be approved to provide such transportation 

except in the case of prior written parental consent for a sibling to transport another sibling. 

 

Section V  Athletic Specific regulations 

 

A. Team cuts- If an athlete is cut from a team they are allowed to join another team if that team does not 

have cuts. The deadline is one week from the beginning of the season. If a student has not submitted 

paperwork to be medically cleared by the conclusion of the tryout period (typically three days even if no 

cuts are being made), they cannot try to join the team after that point without permission by the coach and 

the Athletic Director. 

 

B. Physical Education participation- If an athlete elects not to participate in or is not prepared for Physical 

Education, they are ineligible to play or practice in their sport that day.   
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C. Transportation to contests/events: Students must ride to contests on the transportation provided by the 

district. In extenuating circumstances, exceptions may be granted by the Director of Athletics/Building 

Principal.  

 

D. Athletic Eligibility Standards- No student-athlete may participate in our Athletic Program unless they 

have fulfilled all obligations for eligibility as deemed mandatory by the NYSPHSAA, Section IV, and the 

IAC and the Dryden Central School District.  This includes, but not limited to, having an updated physical 

exam, current tetanus shot, has returned his/her Health update form and has been cleared by the school 

nurse. 

 

E. Wear or use of athletic equipment or uniforms issued by the Dryden Central School District will only be 

for scheduled practices, contests, or when authorized to by the coach. 

 

 Students who do not return their uniform at the end of the season may not: 

1. Be able to try out for the next season 

2.  Be recognized for any end of season/year awards (Including receiving letters or pins) 

 

F. Ejection from a game- Section IV mandates that any student-athlete who is ejected from a 

game by an official, is ineligible to participate in the next scheduled contest. 

 

G. Theft or vandalism- In cases involving theft or vandalism, the athlete will be required to pay for the 

replacement of the item or damages.  Additional punishment can range from a reprimand to dismissal from 

the team. 

 

H. Sport specific rules- Coaches have the prerogative of developing sport specific rules and regulations.  

Such rules may not be less than those outlined in this Code of Conduct.  A sport specific punishment cannot 

be given for a school discipline issue until the student has had due process in school (i.e.: until referral has 

been submitted and processed by an administrator).  The Superintendent, Principals, and Athletic Director 

have the discretion to overrule a stated sport specific policy, but it is understood that this will only occur in 

extremely rare cases where they have a compelling educational interest or confidential information that a 

coach could not account for. 

 

I. Website pictures- Unless you contact the Athletic Office, it is assumed that you give the Athletic 

Department permission to have your son/daughter’s picture and sport-relevant information on the website 

and District publications, and to distribute his/her picture and sport-relevant information to the media.    

 

J. Dress/travel rules- All teams/athletes traveling either are dressed up or all look the same (in uniform, 

travel gear, etc.). 

 

K. The Dryden Central School District is a member of the Commercial Travelers Mutual Insurance 

Program.  This is a minimal plan which is designed to supplement a parent’s/ guardian’s regular insurance.  

If the parent/guardian does not have insurance, this plan may cover a portion of the expenses. 

 

L. Weight Room Expectations 

 

 Students will treat equipment with respect 

 Students will follow all safety procedures as reviewed by coaches 
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 Students will be monitored by coaches at all times 

 Students will not perform unauthorized lifts 

 No food or drinks other than water is permitted in the fitness center 

 Sports equipment for sports teams is not allowed in the fitness center 

 2:30 pm – 3:00 pm is mainly for physical education class make ups.  

 

Students who do not follow these rules may face suspension from the weight room/fitness center. 

 

M. Athletic Placement Process 

Middle School students wishing to try out for JV/Varsity level teams have the opportunity to do so through 

the Athletic Placement Process (formerly known as Selective Classification). Information about the steps in 

that process can be found in the Athletic Department’s protocol sheet about APP. 

 

N.  Athletic practices and games routinely occur over school breaks.  Section IV and the IAC, which govern 

our athletic teams, strongly emphasize that our teams need to be available to play during breaks, as they 

cannot ―black out‖ breaks from game schedules since different schools have different breaks.  As such, we 

expect that athletes will be available to practice/play during school breaks during each season.  By league 

rule, we may be forced to forfeit games if we are unavailable. 

 

O. Concerts for graded-classes and other required activities of a student’s academic classes come before 

athletic participation.  The Athletic Department tries to schedule around such things to the best of their 

ability, but cannot always accommodate. 

 

P. Section VI  Ski Club Specific Rules and Regulations 

A.  Ski Club Members are expected to follow the directions of ski club and chaperones and ski resort 

personnel.  

 

B. Helmets must be worn at all times when skiing/snowboarding with the Dryden School District Ski Club. 

If ski club members are found skiing/snowboarding without a helmet they will not be allowed to participate 

with the club for the following session. 

 

C. Ski club members are expected to follow resort rules/regulations. Failure to do so may result in 

tickets/passes being revoked by ski resort.  

 

D. Reckless skiing/snowboarding will not be tolerated. 

 

 Failure to comply with ski club rules may result in: 

a.  Restriction of participation in the ski club for one week. 

b.  Individual disciplinary action 

c.  Possible suspension from participation in the school club. No refunds will be given for 

suspensions. 

 Ski club members are exempt from the academic probation policy.  

o This exception is made due to the financial commitment required for ski club.  

 

Section VII  Musical Ensembles Specific Rules and Regulations (Afterschool musical groups) 

A. Directors of such groups will have rules and academic policies of their own 

 

Section VIII  Consequences related to school disciplinary action: 
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A. Out of School Suspension (OSS) – Students assigned OSS, are ineligible to practice, perform, attend or 

play in a game/activity until they return to school.  They will also serve a minimum of a one 

game/performance suspension.  A second offense within the season or duration of the activity will result in 

removal from team/musical. 

 

B. In-School Suspension (ISS)- Athletes assigned ISS by an Administrator for more than 4 class periods, 

are ineligible to practice or play on those days that they are in ISS and can result in further disciplinary 

action by the Coach/Advisor and/or the Director of Athletics. 

 

C. Each time a student-athlete accrues 3 discipline referrals within a season, he/she will serve a one contest 

suspension. More than 6 referrals by a student-athlete or musical participant will require a meeting with the 

student, parent/guardian, coach/director, Director of Athletics and the Building Principal to determine 

further consequences.  

 

 Athletes who have violated Behavior Expectations will be in street clothes for contests and must sit 

on the bench with the team, similar to the academic policy.   

 

 

Section IX  Chain of command for concerns: 

 

A. All concerns regarding a team, club or the musical should initially be discussed with the coach, advisor, 

or the director, preferably by the student first, then the parent. Unless it is a time-sensitive 

emergency/safety issue, a meeting with the coach/advisor/director must be documented before a 

building administrator will intervene.  Parents and athletes should note that the Athletic Director does not 

interfere with playing-time decisions of coaches. 

B. Should the concern not be adequately addressed, the Director of Athletics/Building Principal should be 

contacted for a meeting.  

C. If the concern requires further consultation the district administrator will set up a meeting with the 

Superintendent of Schools to determine further course of action. 

 

 

Section X  Appeals Process:  

 

A. Appeals regarding disciplinary actions of a coach and/or the Athletic Department may be made in 

writing by the athlete to the Athletic Director.   An Appeal Committee will consist of: 

-The Athletic Director, unless he/she has played a role in the decision being appealed, in which case 

another District administrator will be substituted 

-A Head Coach/Teacher/District Staff member selected by the Athletic Director (cannot be a coach 

working within that athletic team/program) 

-A Dryden School District administrator (the building principal of the level the student appealing attends 

will be asked first, unless he/she was involved in the incident being appealed or is unavailable) 

 

The appeal must be submitted by the student within three full school days of the disciplinary action.  

Appeal Committee decisions shall be returned within two full school days of the receipt of the appeal.  

If the appeal is received during or just prior to a school break, the timeline will begin upon the first 

day after the return from the school break.  While the appeal is taking place, the disciplinary decision 

stands. 
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 The protocol for the appeal process: 

 

 The athlete in question submits a written appeal to the Athletic Director outlining his/her version of the 

events that led to the issue being appealed.  This can, but does not have to, include evidence and a 

recommendation of what he/she thinks should happen instead. 

 Upon receipt, the Athletic Director will convene an Appeal Committee (as outlined above) 

 The Athletic Director (or designee) will collect relevant statements and submit any relevant 

investigation information/evidence/documents to the committee for consideration. 

 The committee will meet to review the appeal and materials submitted to them. 

 The committee may choose to interview the appellant or anyone else connected to the issue being 

appealed, but are not required to do so.  The committee may also request, and consider, additional 

information they deem relevant to the case. 

 The committee will render a written decision outlining their findings about the issue being appealed.  

Typically this will take the form of a determination about the guilt/innocence of the appellant on the 

issue being appealed and a ruling on if the consequence rendered will stand, be dropped, or be adjusted. 

o The written decision will be delivered to the Athletic Director and will be delivered/sent to the 

appellant. 

 



 

Draft presented to Board of Education on 5/22/17. 

Adopted 6/26/2017 BOE mtg.; Revised page 10 (student attendance and athletic eligibility) adopted by BOE 9/25/2017 

 

 

10 of 11 

Appendix A 

                                               Dryden Athletic 

                                                              Department 
           PO Box 88 

            Dryden, NY 13053 

 

 
 

TO:  Coaches, student-athletes, and parents of student-athletes 

FROM: Athletic Department 

DATE: 09/18/2017  

RE:  Revised student attendance and athletic eligibility 

 

Part of the Extra-Curricular Code of Conduct states that student-athletes must be present the entire school day in order to 

be eligible to practice/play that day.  The ―school day‖ for Athletic purposes is defined as 7:55-2:19, the start of 1
st
 period 

through the end of 9
th
 (NOT including homeroom or Activity Period).  The philosophy, in a nutshell, is that the athlete is a 

student first and if they didn’t fulfill their obligations as a student fully that day, they don’t get the privilege of 

representing the school as a student-athlete.   There are situations, however, where a student-athlete may miss part of that 

required time and still be eligible--but not every situation qualifies, even if a note from a parent is submitted.  To clarify 

what constitutes a legal excuse that will be accepted by the Athletic Department, we’ve created a list. Know that if there 

is no practice or game the day a student is late or has an unexcused absence, it will carry over to the next practice 

or game day. [Note: The below is a list for athletics purposes only and does not reflect exactly what the rules are on the 

academic side of school.   

You are eligible To Play/Practice You are ineligible To Play/Practice 
-Medical/Dental/Vision/Counseling appointment 

(documentation from practitioner is required) 

-Funeral and/or death in the family (note from 

parent/guardian) 

-Religious observance (note from a parent/guardian) 

-School field trip or school-connected internship 
(documentation from teacher/school is required) 

-Military obligations (documentation from military personnel) is 

required) 

-Court appearance (documentation from court is required) 

-Work-study with pre-approval by Principal (documentation 

from supervisor is required) 

-Internship/shadowing with pre-approval by Principal 
(documentation from Principal is required) 

-College visit (documentation by counseling office is required) 

-Drivers test (documentation from DMV is required) 

 
Oversleeping 
-Slept in due to late previous night due to something school-

related or otherwise 
-Only missing study halls, not classes 
-Hair/nail/tux pick up appointment (i.e.: for prom) 
-My ride came late 
-Shopping trip 
-Family vacation/recreational activity 
-Hunting 
-Fishing 
 
 

Case-by-Case Decisions by the Athletic Director* 
(it is the student’s responsibility to seek out the AD) 

-Car trouble/Car accident 
-Weather-related problems with transportation 
-A medical/illness issue related to something on the student’s 504 plan 
-Significant illness of a family member 
-McKinney-Vento (loss of housing) situations 

 
  *In the event that the Athletic Director is not available to make a decision, the HS Principal and/or Asst. Principal can stand in. 

       MEMORANDUM 
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***Please sign this Informed Consent Form below, tear off JUST THIS PAGE,  

and return it with your medical clearance paperwork *** 

 

************************************************************************************ 

Informed Consent Form—Extra-Curricular Code of Conduct 

 

Student Name: (Please print) ____________________________   Grade;____________________ 

 

Sports/Activities Participating:  _____________________________________________________ 

 

By signing this Code, the student and his/her parents agree to comply with the Code in letter and in spirit. These 

responsibilities include abiding by all of the rules and regulations set forth here and any additional rules set forth 

by the coach, advisor, administration, school board, league or the governing body of New York State Athletics 

(New York State Public High School Athletic Association). We also understand that participation in athletics, 

contact or non-contact, involves a certain amount of risk for injury.  

 

*This Extracurricular Code of Conduct is in effect for the entire calendar year.* 

 

 

 

Parent/Guardian's signature: ______________________________   Date: ____________ 

 

Student signature: ______________________________________    Date: _____________ 


